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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY




The Town of East Hamptonds Endangered Species

and rais¢heiryoung to fledgd.he goal of this program is to encourage successful productivity during the b
season while maintainisgiable public accessd recreational use ofir beachesrhis is achieved througk
identification and recording of nesting dates and locations, specialized protection of all nests and hatche
continuousmonitoring of nest sites and brodels: protectionof this endangered birghicle use inesting sites is

prohibited once piping plovers have laid eggs that are due to hatch in the coramtvdags there are chick

presentFencing may be reduced or extended on-@yease basis to achieve the balance of protecting the
while allowing individuals to enjoy the environnmiéreg. Town is working to keep the coastal character o
community by keeping beaches as apeaust as possible, while still adequately protecting the endangered

The overall productivity for the 20BipingPlover Management season is 0.80. There was a tOtjghio$ Zcross
11 site locatns. Out of the @pairs, 1Dbf them were suessful in fledging a total of 2dung.

Based on observations in the field, the beaches had high@0@gdnan in prior yearSocial distancing regulatiof
may have encouraged more people to spend time oudigote.the COVID19 pandemic, the aond of people

consistentlpn eastern long island greatly incred$ede factors may hded to increased recreational use of

beache®iping plovers nest directly in the sand and are sensitive to people approaching. Adult piping plg
ther nests to protect their egigem predatorsandto regulate the temperature of the eggs to facilitate eve
healthy hatching. When people comaaseproximity to their nests, plovers vacate their nests to lead per
predatorawayfrom their eggd-his defensive behavileaves their eggs vulnerable to other predators and to th
impacts.Side effects of climate change, such as increased frequency of storms and a climate with mg
variations in temperature, can impacstingival and reproductive success of certain birds.

The key to a successful program and the obtainment of detailed accurate infermpas@ient monitoring
Volunteers, staff, and interns are crucial to our probr&921 we hope to continue tocrease our monitoring
and data collection efforts to facilitate the best possible productivity rates for the piping plovers, as well &
accurate information on each of these bifdiinteers help to prevent the loss of chicks through siiécsp
management of fencing and education to those who recreationally or professionally use the site. If you,
you know, are interestedhelping volunteer for the 20@ddangered species management season, please
the Natural Resourcesi2etment at: 633240496, or emaiBKlein@ehamptonny.gov
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INTRODUCTION

East Ha mp tEadangerea Bpedies Progiansommitted to help The New York State Departmen
Environmental Conservation and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to protect endathgeateinaold
speciesThe federally threatened and New York State (NYS) endangered pipin@ipdodeu$ melogaad the

NYS threatened least teBidrna antillajumasto n East Hampt on T o wnThepipiogcpmoeen
first received protection under the Migratory Bird Act of i®f&sponse texcessive hunting of plovers and otf
birds. t received further protectiom 1986 under the Endangered Species(B8A)of 1973 The ESA prohibits
the oOoOtakedé of piping plovers; t hi s ma k edsspecids listed|
under the ESAThea | t er nati ve to the Townds program, wou

breeding season. The Town is working to keep the coastal character of the community by keeping beac

for use as possible, while still adequateiggbirey the endangered species.

To be delisted from thenBangere&ecied.ist, piping plovers would need to reach or exceed a productivity 1
1.5 for 5 consecutive years in certain regions. Our productivity this yea&0wPaging plovers are prarily
endangered due to habitat loss from over development of coastal Agadiage indirect benefit of the progra
is that the fencing used to protect plovers from vehicles, also prmteleon for dune grass to graks stabilizes
our shoréne and reduces erosion.
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East Hampton is historicallgme to the federally and NYS threatened seabeach amaranth (Amaranthuspumilu:

our ocean beachasd is currently home to the NYS listed rare seabeach knotweed (Polygonunoglaaear)
baybeachesAll of these protected species depend on open beach habitats such as barrier beaches, sand
dredgemateriabreas and ovwerashed or sparsely vegetated upper beach and dune areas. Preserving the

habitats plays a key role in protecting nesting shorebirds and other species asscmmatetependent on ouy

beaches.

The Town of East Hamptddatural Resarces Department actively manageproximately8 miles obcean and
bay beachesheThreatened and Endangered Spdaemgement area consistalldfay and ocedreaches within
the Townof East Hamptomnd its villaggexcludig allFederal, State and Couatyned land)

Kings Point Beach

Lionhead Beach

Maidstone Beach

Sammy's Beach

Montauk Beach

Napeague Beach

Adantic Double Dunes
Two Mile Hollow Beach
Egypt Beach
Wiborg Beach
& Main Beach
Lily Pond Beach
Georgica Beach
Georgica Pond
Wainscott Pond

Basemaps: 2007 NYS Digital Ortho Photography

Suffolk C ounty Real P roperty Tax Service
COPYRIGHT 2011, COUNTY OF SUFFOLK, N.Y.
Real Property Taxmap parcel linework used with pemission of
Sufolk County Real Property Tax Service Agency (RP.T.S.A)
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PIPING PLOVER MANAGEMENT

Piping plovers spend their fall and wintéihé&southern United States and along the coast of the Gulf of Mex
They migrate to northern United States and Canadd to late Marcl&ring fencings installedh Late March
and Early Apribn historic nesting sitdgairs havelemonstrated consistent itkelity of laying eggs in
approximately the same location each ganing us to set up protective fencing in anticipation of these his
sites being their nesting location adéis fencing circles around the uppetipo of the beach and dunes. The
purpose of thigs to keep all pedestrians, dags vehiclesub of sensitive nesting habitat.

The string fencing that protects plovelsy plays an important rolenatural erosion contrby allowing adequate

re-growth of vegetation during the growing seaStabilizing dune grdesps protect our beachesm being
greatlydiminished during storm events

ico.

oric

Most piping plover territories will éstablished bdylay,whenfemales begin to lay eggs, one every other day, until

four eggs completes their first clutthests are found outside of strfiegced areas, additional fenced areas are

installed to protect individual nest sitrg. efforts are focused on facilitating earliest possible nesting succes
on each beach, so as not to prolong public access restfictmnshicks are hatched, string fencing may be
moved to accomnaate their foraging behaviotlie area they inhabit.

Piping plover nests can be located by observing breeding pair behavior andetoadks) of individual birds.
This is especially effee on sandy ocean beaches wieaer rocksallow for better visibilitRocky lay beaches
tend to be more diffidt to monitor and often require more time in observation of individual pair activity in g
to locate nest3he birds themselvess well as their eggse cryptically colored to blend in with their sandy
environment.

Each nest isvaluated on aaseby-case basis. At certain locatwitk high predation rates a weil roes ua 4
beinstalled surrounding the nest to protect the eggs from presiatbras crows, red &sraccoons, opossym
and domestic cats and ddgsan exclosurehé adult birds can move freely to and from the nest theing
incubatiomperiodwith the nest being surrounded by the wire mesh
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In the 2@0seasorthreenests were exclosddhe installation of exclosures around nests can be very stressful to
the birds and potentially cause nest abandonment by the adults, however once installed, exclosures proyide
protection from predators and vehicles. The decision to exclosepsiteally based otheloss ofaprevious
unexclosed negExclosing the raest would give a better possibility of success for a pair that has already strugg
with predation of their eggs. The nest at Louse Point was exclosed because while decision deaersniveye
the timing of a channel dredge at Accabonac, the Town wanted the location of the endangered bird nest|to be
apparentThe sites were all successfpraducing young, however, the chickd mixed success once born.
o —— -

The male and femadelts share incubation responsibilities feR%lays until the eggs hatch. If a nest is
unsuccessful early in the season,\p#licften renestwithin close proximity to their original nest site, but each
consecutive nestaycontain a decrease in the numbeggkin the 2@0season, there wetee-nests bringing a
total of34 nesting attempts fror Bairs.Nest failure can occur as a result of predation, abandonment, infertility
tidal inundatioyor theloss of chicksta young age. This yaar,nests werest due to abandonment, omas
lostdue to tidal inundation, atdfrom predation.




Piping plover chicks are precocial, meaning theyohike from birth. Therefore, they axg fed by their parents
and must forage on their ofvom the day they are hatchewever, they still require their parents for broog
to keep them warm, especially within the first few weeks of age. Lpar¢inés; piping plover young often tra
extensively between the dune and intertidal area®usreres a day while foragighough the chicks forage
they cannot fly until they reach roughly 35 dayshiddeaves them in danger of predation bttrar animals or
being run oveby vehicles
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As camouflage is their main defense, young chicks often crouch in place when predators (including vehicles) a

Fencing off areas with chicks or nests, prevents vehicles from going through theiame@rtiahally running
over these wetlamouflaged beagfhabiting birdsJust prior to an expected nest hatctbtapkade fencing is

installed to restrict vehicles and dogs from within close proximity to the nest sites, where unfledged young &

forage the beaches and intertidal zones. This restricted area is extended approximately 1,000 meters on
a nest siter foraging location of larood and extends from the el to the mean high water mark. Beach ac
points are accommodated or redirectigpending on the location diadaginghabits of each broo®n-site

observations may permit the restricted area to dershoeemed safe for the chicks, based on their mobility
use of the fenced off ar€aur goal is to act as environmental stewards by protecting this endangered bird v
maintaining public access to enjoy recreational use of the beaches.

Most chicks are able to fly at¥bdays old. Once a piping plover chick is 35 days old or able to fly 15 met
considered fledged, and counted toward successful productivity forAfiersitiéchicks on a given site are fledg
the snow fenog and symbolic fencing are taken dpmemptly Most piping plover pairs and their fledged yot
leave for thewintering grounds by late August or early September
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